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N° XVII. 


FatRYLAND, WEDNESDAY, (fune 22. 1796. 








Mott nations have yearly carnivals ; the Englifh have a feptennial. 
CHINESE Spy. 








BROTHER PHANTOM, 


O* my return from Rome, I ftopped at a borough in the fouth of 
England, where an election of two Members of Parliament was 
carrying on. Robert Holdfaft, Efg. was fure of being re-elected, through 
the great influence of his family, who for many years had returned 
one Member for this borough. The conteft was between two other 
candidates, of oppofite principles, both equally induftrious to conciliate 
the favour of their conftituents, and both well fupported ; in fhort, it 
was what is called a well-contefted eleCtion. Sir Richard Pliant, a man 
of L. 7000 a-year, was a ftaunch fupporter of Government, no orator, 
but who had, he flattered himfelf, for two fucceflive Parliaments, well 
difcharged his duty to his conftituents, by a difcreet ufe of two figniii- 
cant monofyllables. John Spitfire, Efg. had, in the charaéter of Mem- 
ber for a northern borough, affifted in baiting the Minifter ; but having 
been fuperfeded there by a man of greater worth, in the intereft of a 
certain Noble Earl, he ftarted for this borough, in the neighbourhood of 
which he had fome property. 

Sir Richard employed a friend to harangue the people for him. This 
gentleman being elfewhere employed in that office, I took the benefit of 
his abfence to perfonate him in a tavern where his electors were met. 
The Candidate himfelf was attending at the Huftings. On my entering 
the room, I faluted the motley crew of independent eleétors in the moft 
engaging manner. I addrefled them in a charaCteriftic fpeech. I def- 
canted on the honefty and difintereftednefs of my Honourable Friend, 
his determination to preferve inviolate the principles of the conftitution, 
and on every occafion to promote the interefts of this moft refpectable 
and loyal borough. I enlarged upon the antiquity of his family, his 
attachment to the place of his nativity, and the great advantage of again 
electing a gentleman of his large and independent fortune, one whom 
they had repeatedly tried, and found ftaunch to the true interefts of the 
country.—And who is his opponent ?—a man of {mali fortune, and 
without principle, who, driven from the borough which he has betrayed, 
thinks now, by inflammatory {peeches, to draw you into the fnares of 
his unprincipled party.—This fpeech was received with great applaufe ; 
and the electors with fervour emptied their glafles to the health of the 
candidate, and to mine. After thanking them, and exhorting them to be 
firm, I left the room ;—when, quitting my human form, I returned, 
inviftble, to enjoy the remarks of the company. 

One eleCtor obferved, what a pleafure it was to be courted by fuch 
fine folks—another defcanted upon the excellence of the entertainment 


—O! fays athird, he is a gentlemanly man, a great promoter of trade. 
Livery 
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Every election he gives me fome good jobs, and pays liberally, They 


fay commerce does not profper; but every one for himfelf, fay I. it 


is true, I have loft three horfes, and two of my drivers have, been mai- 
med ; but the drunken rafcals are in the hofpital, and the horfes well paid 
for—Huzza ! Pliant for ever !—For my part, fays a wine-merchant, I 
always love people who can give fomething more than words—it is poor 
food, and they coft the nation devilifh dear. Thefe fellows go to 
Parliament juft to get themfelves bought of——O no! Sir Richard for 
me! a man of weight! aman of property! never coft the nation a 
copper !—and think what is in his power ; who among his fupporters 
has not enjoyed the advantages of his influence with the Minifter ? Come, 
my friends, let us drink once more to his fuccefs. Spare not the wine ; 
there’s plenty in my cellars, which the Baronet’s generofity keeps opén. 
—Gentlemen, replies a little parfon, with a grave air, you may fay 
what you pleafe; I vote altogether from principle; no motives of in- 
tereft influence my conduat ; | would rather be poor than difhoneft, for 
fo I deem the man who bafely fells his vote as merchandife. I poll for 
Sir Richard, becaufe I think him an honeft man, one that is upright in 
his condué&t, whovwill preferve inviolate the conftitution and religion of 
his country.—A neighbour obferved with a fneer, that the little parfon 
had, by the Knight’s intereft, got a penfion of L. 100 a-year for writing 
a trifling Pamphlet. However, I don’t deny but he may be as difinte- 
refted as ourfelves. Who among us fells his vote? Sir Richard is a 
liberal and a good man; and thife motives only influence us. . My 
friends, here goes a bumper to all good intentions.—Bravo! refounded 


from every corner of the hall; and all the company drank the toaft with 


rapturous enthufiafm. 
Quitting this party, I haftened t to the inn where the friends of Oppo- 


fition were indulging in their patriotic conviviality. In my ghoftly 
thape, I heard the candidate himfelf paying his refpecis to a numerous 
audience, and regretting the abfence of a friend he named. . Upon 
this I immediately borrowed the figure of his friend, and appearing to 
entér the room, I was received very cordially ; and, after drinking their 
health, I addrefled them in their own way, and delivered a panygeric 
on difintereftednefs of conduct. I praifed their glorious efforts to with- 
ftand the torrent of Minifterial influence. I concluded exhorting them 
to continue their exertions, which no doubt would in the end prove fuc- 
cefsful ; but even if otherwife, the impartial page of hiftory would re- 
cord their names among thofe of the virtuous patriots, who, nobly with- 
ftanding the moft alluring offers, “ dared to be horteft in the worft of 
times.” The prefent eventful crifis, when an unprincipled Miniftry has 
brought this once happy nation to the verge of deftruction, calls upon 
every honeft man to rally round the ftandard of Virtue and Patriotifm.— 
After great applaufe, Mr Spitfire being called to the Huftings, we left 
the room, with the Rights of the People in our mouths, and giving or- 
ders, in an audible voice, not to {pare the wine to the patriotic gentle- 
maa. 

Leaving my corporeal fhape, I returned to the electors, and found 
one of them ipeaking with great emphafis. He could not find how 
that Minifterial fcoundrel, Sir Richard Pliant, got fo many votes: why, 
the beaft, he cannot open his mouth: Are we not, by their infamous 
arts, prevented from {peaking our fentiments? We cannot even fay 
that that feoundrel Pitt has ruined the country. You ali know how 
this Knight cheated me. Have not I voted for him at every election ? 


and did not he give a farm to that fellow Dumpling, becaufe he could 
give 
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give him a vote more than me? But I'll. few him that I am inde- 
pendent, and above being bribed.—You are right, fays another: No 
fuch doings here : Spitfire is another fort of a man. Although I never 
voted for him before, he has generoufly and difintereftedly forgiven me a 
debt I owed him of L. 150; and I have promifed him, not only my own, 
but the votes of three of my neighbours, who dare not poll but as I bid 
them. Friends, the poll is now almoft at a clofe; let us give him all our 
fupport.—Spice the grocer begged to be heard. Confider, my friends, 
fays he, what would you get by voting for Pliant? The prefent Miniftry 
are full of engagements. Befides, they can’t keep their feats. T he 
nation will have peace; and then Mr Spitfire comes in, and will be ot 
fervice to us all. He’s a clever fellow, and knows ‘elias what. They’ve 
tried to buy him ; ‘but no, he’s too deep for that. He told me in con- 
fidence, that as foon as the prefent Miniftry’s turned out, he’s to be Se- 
cretary to the Treafury—think of that !—Honefty’s the beft policy.— 
Aye, {ays the Prefident, let us drink All honeft men, and down with 
the rogues.—On this difcourfe they fallied forth to the Huftings: the 
confufion there I fhall not nape to defcribes I faw my friends of 
both fides rufhing in to give their votes; and the conteft’ was at lafi 
terminated in the election of Sir Richard Pliant. Notwithf{tanding whic! 7 
Mr Spitfire was chaired by his party, and a numerous but ragged fet of 
non-electing friends. 

The Barenet and his adherents adjourned to a neighbouring hotel. 
A fplendid dinner was ferved up; after which, in copious libations of 
generous Burgundy, they were celebrating their complete triumph, when 
Sir Richard, elated with joy and wine, rafhly precipitated himfelf from a 
vindow, and was killed on the {fpot. What a cataftrophe! His friends, 
however, feveral of whom had fallen victims to their infatiable defire 
of increafing the wine trade, comforted themfelves with the pleafing 
profpect of: another election. There certainly, fays the little parfon, is 
the hand of Providence in this. Sir Richard’ was a fool—Squire Speed- 
well you all knew to be a man of fuperier worth, and as intimate with 
the Minifter—he ought to be our Member, he is my friend, and all of 
you, I hope, will fupport him.——Tired with fuch {cenes of human 
contradiction and bafenels, I fled to the regions of fpirits, for that hap- 
pinefs which among the follies of mortals is not to be found. 

CaLtcuas PHANTOM. 


My Dear Mer Puantom, 
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I haften to inform you of the arrival of the Bramin Kerparamterktied- 
haut, the wonder of Hindoftan. His benevolence for mankind alone brings 
him to Europe, to revive the aimoft loft literature of the Eaft. This 
prodigy of learning, my particular friend and pupil, is at once a pro- 
found philofopher, and the firft linguift in the world. He compofes, 
ad libitum, the moft fublime poetry, the moft energetic profe ; while 
in ludicrous or familiar diétion he ftands unrivalled. He writes the 
Englith of Swift or Hume, the French of Fenelon or Voltaire, the Ite- 
lian of Bocaccio or Ariofto, the Spanifh of Cervantes or Ercilla, the 
Portuguefe of Arraes or Camoens, the German of Gefner or Schiller, 
the Gaelic of Offian or Ullin. But thefe are common; fo are Latin, 
Greek, or the northern jargons. Other languages delight him. With 
what extacy have I heard him deliver, ‘extempore, a tragedy in Chinefe, 
an epic poem in Chaldee, an ode in pure ancient Coptic, a characte- 


riftic epiftle in Perfian profe, an elegy in Japanefe, a hymn to the 
Creator 




















Eom i 


Creator in Californian. As a fpecimen, I give the following happy im- 
promptu in the Shanfcrit : 


“ Peyefa kemelum kemelaene peyeh, 
“ Peyefa kemelaene weebhatee ferch *.” 


It is impoffible to preferve the beauty of this couplet in another lan- 
guage: The following is the author's tranflation in Englith : 


“ The lotus, or water-lily, is for the ftream, and the ftream is for the 
“ water-lily : 
“ When the ftream and the water-lily meet, it is the glory of the canal.” 


I fhall detain you no longer. The Bramin will, for the benefit of 
Caledonia’s eapital, give a LeCture gratis, in George’s Street Affembly 
Rooms, during the enfuing Races; in the courfe of which, he will 
{peak in all languages, write in all languages, anfwer queftions upon 
philofophy in all languages, compofe poems in all languages, and, by 
particular defire, will dictate, at one and the fame time, 17 letters, to 
17 gentlemen, in 17 languages, upon 17 different fubjects, to be agreed 
upon by the company. He will begin with a panygeric on Truth in 
Coptic, and end with an addrefs to the Ladies in Mexican verfe, both 
his own compofition ; which he will afterwards tranflate, the former 
into Latin Hexameters, and the latter into Pentameters. 

As the Lecture may be unentertaining to fome, it will be enlivened 
by the Bramin, who will recite a comedy upon any given plot, each 
charaéter to {peak a different European language, the buffo in broad 
Scotch. Between the acts, the Ladies will be entertained with a con- 
cett of Oriental mufic, interfperfed #vith fome curious Indian cantatas, 
written, compofed, and to be executed and accompanied, by the Bra- 
min, upon the Chinefe bagpipe. The whole to conciude with a Ball, 
in which the Fair of Edina-will be inftructed in Peruvian dances, by the 


Bramin Kerparamterkfiedhaut. 
PurrinANDO. 


: 
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P. S. This is the fame learned Bramin who had a principal thare in 
tranflating into Perfian the Shanfcrit Pundits, during the Governorfhip 
of Warren Haftings. He will produce certificates of his proficiency in 
the European languages, from the moft learned Bramins. ‘Tickets 
for the Lecture to be had of Signor Puffinando, PD. B. B. D. D. 'T. 
T. A. S.S. and Member of moft Academies. 





* T am forry there are no Shanfcrit types in this town. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Duniwhiftle will find a card for him at the Publifhers. 


Sold by G. Mupiz anv Son, South Bridge, Edinburgh ; who receive Communica- 
The Guost may 





tions for this Paper, poft paid, and addrefled to Mr Phantom. 


alfo be had of Cameron and Mvurovocn, Glafgow, and 8, Murray, Roffel Court, 
London. 














